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BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 
January 25, 2002. The time is 1130 hours. 

This is B. C. Frank Congiusta of the safety 
division of the New York City Fire Department. 

I'm conducting an interview with the 
following individual. 

Q. Please state your name. 

A. Lieutenant Russell Stroebel, Engine 278. 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. 

We are at the quarters of Engine 278. This 
interview is regarding events of September 11, 
2001. 

Q. Russ, please in your own words describe what 
happened that day. 

A. Okay, I was assigned to -- I was working in 
Engine Company 246 that day. We got relocated to 
Engine Company 234 now. We just came in around 9:30 or 
so. So we relocated to the quarters of Engine 234, and 
then about maybe quarter to ten we got dispatched to 
respond to the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel on a fifth alarm 
assignment, so we were making our way down there, and 
there were a lot of people when we got to the Brooklyn 


Bridge coming off the Brooklyn Bridge evacuating 
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Manhattan, so we stopped there momentarily to find 

out -- or to gain any information from the police that 
were on the scene, and there was a report of the tunnel 
collapsing, so we waited there to see if it was -- 
could be substantiated, and I asked the dispatcher if 
he wanted us to respond via the Brooklyn Bridge. He 
said just stand fast, and see what we can find out. 

So after a few minutes, we ended up 
continuing to go to the tunnel. We got to the Brooklyn 
Battery Tunnel on the fifth alarm assignment, and we 
were there a few minutes, and then we got ordered to go 
back to the Brooklyn Bridge to respond via the Brooklyn 
Bridge, so we went with other fire apparatus to the 
Brooklyn Bridge, and then they wanted us to go over the 
bridge at well-spaced intervals, which we did. 

So we ended up going over caravan fashion, 
and we went down Broadway to -- past City Hall, and we 
parked the apparatus somewhere around there, got off 
the rig and took CFR-D supplies, and we made our way 
down towards the towers, which I believe both had 
already collapsed. 

We went into -- this is 5 World Trade 
Center? And we assisted in -- actually, we ended up 


getting some extinguishers -- the 42 chief, I believe 
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it was the 42. I'm not a hundred percent sure, but we 
were operating with them, and he had ordered us to 
round up any extinguishers we could, because there was 
a Civilian trapped in the -- I guess it was in the 
basement part, because we went in the 1st Floor down 
the escalator, one story, and he was trapped in some 
debris from the collapse, and there were small pockets 
of fire there. 

So we went out and got some extinguishers, 
what we could find, came back, and we were putting out 
the pockets of fire while the truck company was 
disentangling the civilian. They put him on the Stokes 
stretcher. We had CFR-D supplies. We put oxygen on 
him, and he was heavy, and ended up assisting pulling 
him up. They used a utility rope or a life rope, and 
they pulled him up the stairs and got him out. 

After that, we got separated from the chief, 
and basically were looking to find out what we could do 
to help, so we came back out and went back to the rig, 
and then we supplied an engine that was supplying the 
tower ladder putting out fire, and they were moving. 

We ended up -- we were there till about ten 
after three at night. We did some other things, just 


assisting with some hose stretching, whatever. It was 
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a little disorganized in terms of orders were given, 
and people were going back, and there was water supply 
problems, pressure problems. 

Then was it 7 World Trade Center? 


Q. Yes, collapsed. 


A. That collapsed. 
Q. Around five o'clock. 
A. They had figured they knew that building was 


going to come down. It was just a question of time, 
and everybody was awaiting that. 

When that came down, we were in a safe area 
in the building. The last thing we ended up doing was 
relieving Engine 47. It was supplying the rig that was 
on -- I think it was on West Street for whatever 
building that was in the back there that was burning. 

Chief Esposito was running that sector down 
there, and so we were there basically until we got 
relieved about ten after three. 

Q. Anything else you want to say? 

A. I think, you know, just the tough part was, 
you Know, everybody did what they could do. The tough 
part for me was just basically trying to maintain some 
sort of command structure and accountability, so the 


chiefs knew where I was, and I knew where my men were, 
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and that was -- because we lost the chiefs that we 
lost, that was weak. I mean, that made it difficult to 
try to -- like I said, I just didn't want to go out and 
do whatever. I wanted basically to feel like I was 
operating under a sector. 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Thanks a lot for 

your cooperation. 
The time is 11:40, and that concludes this 


interview. 


